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Part One Translation (80 points)

I. Put the English passage into Chinese. (40 points)

The Road to Knowledge

This Encyclopedia makes a feature of answering all those difficult
questions which children ask grown-ups, and which grown-ups really want to
ask somebody else. Well, perhaps not all those questions. There are two to
which there were no answers in my volume, nor, I suspect, in any of the other
volumes, and yet these are the two questions more often asked than any others.
“How did God begin?” and “Where do babies come from?” Perhaps they were
omitted because the answers to them are so easy. “That, my child, is something
which you had better ask your mother,” one replies; or if one is the mother, “You
must wait till you’re grown-up, dear.” Nor did I see any mention of the most
difficult question of all, the question of the little girl who had just been assured
that God could do anything. “Then, if He can do anything, can He make a stone
so heavy that He can’t lift it?” Perhaps the editor is waiting for his second
edition before he answers that one. But upon such matters as “Why does a stone
sink?” or “What makes thunder?” he is delightfully informing.

But I felt all the time that in this part of his book he really had his eye on
me and my generation rather than on the children. No child wants to know why
a stone sinks; it knows the answer already -- “What else could it do?”” Even Sir
Isaac Newton was a grown-up before he asked why an apple fell, and there had
been men in the world fifty thousand ycars before that (yes I have been reading
The Outline of History, t00), none of whom bothered his head about gravitation.
Yes, the editor was thinking all the time that you and I ought to know more
about these things. Of course, we should be too shy to order the book for
ourselves, but we could borrow it from our young friends occasionally on the
plea of seeing if it was suitable for them, and so pick up a little of that general

knowledge which we lack so sadly.
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The drawback of all Guides fo Knowledge is that one cannot have the editor
at hand in order to cross-examine him. This is particularly so in the case of a
Children’s Encyclopedia, for the child’s first question, “Why does this do that?”
is meant to have no finality. The child does not really want to know, but it does
want to keep up a friendly conversation, or, if humorously inclined, to see how
long you can go on without getting annoyed. Not always, of course; sometimes
it really is interested; but in most cases, I suspect, the question, “What makes
thunder?” is inspired by politeness or mischief. The grown-up is bursting to

explain, or else he obviously doesn’t know, and ought to be shown up.

I1. Put the following Chinese into English. (40 points)
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Part Two Writing (70 points)
William Martin, an American poet, once presented his ideas on education,
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“Do not ask your children. to strive for extraordinary lives. Such striving may
seemn admirable, but it is the way of foolishness. Help them instead to find the
wonder and the marvel of an ordinary life. Show them the joy of tasting
tomatoes, apples and pears. Show them how to cry when pets and people die.
Show them the infinite pleasure in the touch of a hand. And make the ordinary
come alive for them. The extraordinary will take care of itself.” Do you agree
with him? Write an article of NO LESS THAN 500 words, in which you
should:

1. interpret William Martin’s educational ideas, and then

2. state your opinion towards William Martin’s ideas, providing reasons
and examples to illustrate your opinion.

Viarks will be based on content relevance, content sufficiency,

organization and language quality.
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